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Ind. Chemical Blast Creates Hazard 
3 days ago 

CAREFREE, Ind. (AP) — An explosion released a cloud of hydrochloric acid gas at an engine 
plant Thursday in southern Indiana, injuring at least three people, authorities said. 

No one's life was in danger after the blast at the Jasper Engines & Transmissions plant, said state 
police spokesman Sgt. Chad Dick. 

One worker went to the hospital and two were treated at the scene after they inhaled fumes, said 
Cork Witte, a production supervisor. 

Fifteen people had to be decontaminated, officials said. The process includes changing clothes 
and washing, said Pam Bright, Indiana Department of Homeland Security spokeswoman. 

Workers were mixing chemicals when the acid cloud was created, and the plant was evacuated in 
the early afternoon, Dick said. 

Hydrochloric acid is highly corrosive and is often used in metal and plastics work. Exposure can 
irritate the eyes and skin and cause respiratory problems and dizziness. In extreme cases, death 
can occur. 

A hazardous materials team was sent to the plant in Carefree, about 35 miles west of Louisville, 
Ky., Dick said. 

Jasper Engines employs about 1,600 people at locations in Jasper and Crawford County. The 
company refurbishes engines and transmissions. 

(This version CORRECTS that only three people were injured and several required 
decontamination, per factory official.)  
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3,200 at Clinton event 

(Created: Thursday, March 20, 2008 8:03 PM EDT)  
 
Political views aside, anyone who witnessed former U.S. President Bill Clinton’s performance at the 
Grand Wayne Center in Fort Wayne Tuesday night had to admit he’s one of the best stump speakers in 
the modern era. 
 
He spoke for about an hour before a crowd in the downtown center, pushing the candidacy of his wife, 
Sen. Hillary Clinton. 
 
Clinton was very relaxed and chuckled about the man that Fort Wayne was named after — “Mad” 
Anthony Wayne. “I want you to get mad for Hillary,” he said. 
 
His best line of the night was when he talked about the unpopular  Bush administration’s No Child Left 
Behind act. “That’s the only guaranteed applause line in American politics today,” he said. “You could 
drop me in the middle of Idaho — 200 miles from the nearest Democrat — and I could utter that line and 
the elk would applaud.” 
 
Clinton was non-confrontational about his wife’s primary opponent, Obama. He never mentioned his 
name and only made slight references to him. 
 
And as he has done across the country, Clinton downplayed Hillary’s chances to win in the May 6 Indiana 
primary, claiming Obama has the advantage because he’s from neighboring Illinois. 
 
The audience initially was estimated at about 2,000. But in checking with Grand Wayne Center managers, 
I was told Thursday that about 3,200 people were inside the main arena and an adjacent room. An 
estimated 800 people were turned away by state fire marshal officials. 
 
While there was plenty of security visible at the Fort Wayne event, it wasn’t anything like the security I 
saw last month at a much larger political rally in Toledo, Ohio, for Sen. Barack Obama. At that event at 
Toledo University, all 15,000 people jammed into the basketball arena had to go through metal detectors 
and were searched. Over 5,000 people were unable to get inside. 
 
We can expect to see more campaign stops in northeastern Indiana in the coming weeks. I have heard the 
Obama campaign is hoping to hold a rally at IPFW before the primary. And state Rep. Win Moses told 
me that he’s certain that Hillary Clinton will make a stopover in Fort Wayne, too, before primary election 
day. 
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3 injured in Ind. chemical explosion 
 
CAREFREE, Ind. (AP) — An explosion released a cloud of hydrochloric acid gas at an engine plant Thursday in 
southern Indiana, injuring at least three people, authorities said. 

No one's life was in danger after the blast at the Jasper Engines & Transmissions plant, said state police spokesman 
Sgt. Chad Dick. 

One worker went to the hospital and two were treated at the scene after they inhaled fumes, said Cork Witte, a 
production supervisor. 

Fifteen people had to be decontaminated, officials said. The process includes changing clothes and washing, said 
Pam Bright, Indiana Department of Homeland Security spokeswoman. 

Workers were mixing chemicals when the acid cloud was created, and the plant was evacuated in the early 
afternoon, Dick said. 

Hydrochloric acid is highly corrosive and is often used in metal and plastics work. Exposure can irritate the eyes and 
skin and cause respiratory problems and dizziness. In extreme cases, death can occur. 

A hazardous materials team was sent to the plant in Carefree, about 35 miles west of Louisville, Dick said. 

Jasper Engines employs about 1,600 people at locations in Jasper and Crawford County. The company refurbishes 
engines and transmissions. 

Copyright 2008 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or 
redistributed. 
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Published March 20, 2008 11:55 pm - The White River crested Thursday morning above 14 feet, well above 
flood stage, according to the National Weather Service. 
 

11:50 p.m.: White River crests above 14 feet 
 
 
The Herald Bulletin  
 
The White River crested Thursday morning above 14 feet, well above flood stage, according to the 
National Weather Service. 

The NWS reported that the river crested at 14.37 feet at about 11 a.m. The river reached flood stage 
at 10 feet. 

Killbuck Creek also crested early Thursday, reaching 9.07 feet around 1:30 a.m. Thursday. Flood 
stage for the creek is 7 feet, according to the weather service. 

Despite the slowly receding waters, the NWS extended a flood warning for central Indiana until 
Saturday afternoon. The White River isn’t expected to fall below flood stage until late Friday or early 
Saturday, but expected storms could alter that forecast. 

The weather service is predicting a 50 percent chance of rain today, with a possible total amount of 
less than 0.10 inch falling. The possibility of rain mixing with snow for Anderson is 70 percent 
tonight, with snow accumulation of up to one-half inch. 

Like the White River, Killbuck Creek was expected to fall below flood stage today or early Saturday. 
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Drivers rescued from high water 
White River to crest in Bedford Saturday 
 
By DIANA WIRES dwires@tmnews.com 
March 20, 2008  
 
BEDFORD — Two semitrailer drivers were rescued from flood waters and two hotels evacuated in Orange County 
on Wednesday.  

The trucks became stuck after driving around at least three high-water barricades, authorities said.  

Chad M. Janssen, 25, Indianapolis, and Stefano K. Edgar, 45, Louisville, Ky., were making food deliveries and were 
on their way to French Lick Wednesday morning, according to Indiana Conservation Officer Jeff Milner. One was 
following the other.  

The first driver drove into the water on U.S. 150/Ind. 56 about three miles east of West Baden Springs. His truck 
went off the road. The second driver made it a bit farther, but his truck also went off the road. The trucks were about 
100 yards apart.  

Milner said the water was 31?2 feet deep at the center of the road.  

The water was just beginning to reach the seats in the cabs of the semis when Milner arrived in a boat to rescue the 
men.  

Also, the West Baden Springs Hotel and the Lane motel were evacuated Wednesday because of high water.  

Orange and Martin counties were operating under a state of emergency Wednesday, but those were later lifted.  

The water in French Lick is receding, but river flooding may soon be a problem in Lawrence County.  

Several county roads with flash flooding have cleared but roads near the White River are staying covered.  

Nearly 30 Lawrence County roads were closed Wednesday. Today, only 13 remain impassable. But some roads, like 
River Road near Tunnelton, will be blocked for a while.  

“A lot of the flash flooding (is gone),” said Lawrence County Highway Superintendent Dan Lucas. “A lot of this is 
standing water where you may have sink holes in the area and the road dips.”  

The White River is expected to crest in Bedford on Saturday.  

Times-Mail Staff Writer Diana Wires welcomes comments at 277-7266 or by e-mail at dwires@tmnews.com.  
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River to crest Saturday 
Flash floodwaters receding in area 
By MIKE LEWIS mikel@tmnews.com 
 
March 21, 2008  
It’s the river’s turn.  

With flash flood levels receding — and leaving a lot of debris behind — the White River is swelling and is expected 
to crest in Bedford Saturday. A flood warning remains in effect for Lawrence and surrounding counties.  

Parts of southwestern Indiana have received as much as 7 inches of rain this week.  

Orange County was particularly hard-hit, with floods swamping buildings and closing roads. Ind. 37 was closed at 
some points, and U.S. 150 between Paoli and West Baden Springs has been closed since Wednesday, said Deputy 
Darin Pinnick of the Orange County Sheriff’s Department. He said U.S. 150 is expected to reopen today.  

Ind. 56, also known as “The Boulevard” in French Lick and West Baden Springs, is open after being closed.  

“(Ind. 145) was the only state highway completely open” during the wet weather, Pinnick said.  

Orleans also is starting to dry out after a sunny, rain-free Thursday.  

“Flood waters were going down rapidly last night,” Robert Henderson, the town’s clerk-treasurer, said this morning.  

Maple Street (Ind. 37) was expected to open again to traffic today.  

That does not mean the flood worries are over.  

“We want to remind people to stay out of the water for health and safety reasons,” Henderson said.  

And the National Weather Service issued a stern, written warning for drivers:  

“Do not even think about driving through flooded roads. You will not make it.”  

Several people, including drivers of two semitrailers, had to be rescued from flood waters in Orange County. The 
Indiana Department of Natural Resources reported that Officer Jeff Milner assisted with removing people stranded 
by high water at a factory and motel in French Lick.  

The DNR also reported that Spring Mill State Park had “very high water” in the Spring Mill village area and in the 
lower part of the park. None of the water had entered the historic structures, but the village will be closed until the 
water recedes.  

For more information on Spring Mill, call 849-4129.  

Despite the widespread flooding, no serious injuries or fatalities were reported.  

http://www.tmnews.com/stories/2008/03/21/news.nw-123547.tms�


Weather watchers are now turning their attention to the rising rivers.  

The National Weather Service predicts that flood crests in the Bedford, Williams and Shoals areas may be 7 or more 
feet higher than earlier this month.  

There is a bit of a break in the forecast.  

In the Bedford area, forecasters see a 20 percent chance of rain tonight. No rain is in the forecast for Saturday or 
Sunday, however.  

Times-Mail Managing Editor Mike Lewis welcomes comments at 277-7258 or by e-mail at mikel@tmnews.com.  
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Everybody's Talkin': Celebrating a soggy Easter 
By Mike Lewis mikel@tmnews.com 
March 23, 2008  

It’s Easter Sunday. If the forecasters are correct, the day will be a little chilly and a tad wet.  

What else is new in soggy southern Indiana?  

Hoosier help 

Gov. Mitch Daniels took to air Thursday to see southern Indiana after the worst of the flash flooding. According to 
the governor’s office, Daniels also received a briefing from Joe Wainscott, executive director of the Indiana 
Department of Homeland Security, and he met with local first responders in French Lick.  

Later Daniels praised those first responders, and Hoosiers in general, in some audio comments posted on the 
governor’s Web site.  

“One again Hoosiers have proved they come to each other’s aid in times of trouble,” Daniels said.  

He mentioned few communities by name, but said, “clearly, French Lick and West Baden, down in their valley, 
collected a lot” of water.  

“The people of Indiana are on top of this, as tends to be the case.”  

The most heartening thing, he said, was to see friends helping friends — and strangers helping strangers — through 
the worst of the weather.  

“That’s always the redeeming value that comes out of a tough piece of luck like this flood,” he said.  

The audio clip isn’t long. You can hear it at www.in.gov/gov/files/Audio/032008_southern_indiana_flooding.mp3.  

Flood debris 

Floods leave behind a lot debris, like logs, trash and rumors.  

Cleaning up at least one rumor was the aim of an e-mail message sent by Robert Henderson, the Orleans clerk-
treasurer.  

“Rumors circulated Wednesday afternoon that the levy at the town lake had failed; however those rumors were 
completely false,” Henderson wrote.  

I didn’t realize there was a Lake Orleans. Long-time staffer Jeff Routh, who has some strong ties to that community, 
said it’s really an area meant to retain water and stem some of the flooding.  

Levy or not, Orleans was hit pretty hard again this time around. Readers sent in photos of cars nearly submerged on 
Maple Street.  

http://www.tmnews.com/stories/2008/03/23/columns.nw-239694.tms�
http://www.in.gov/gov/files/Audio/032008_southern_indiana_flooding.mp3


Stranded 

Diane White, mother of former Times-Mail sports writer Jeremy White, also sent in flood photos. We posted at least 
one online, showing water flowing through the famous gate on the road to the West Baden Springs Hotel.  

She also sent photos of water rushing over roads, particularly at Sixth Street and Ind. 56 in West Baden Springs.  

“I have lived on the hill above Sixth Street for 32 years, and this is the first time water has ever been over Ind. 56 at 
that spot,” she wrote. “We are totally stranded on this hill with no access roads out.”  

Of course, she’s not stranded now.  

But Easter Sunday may still be soggy.  

Times-Mail Managing Editor Mike Lewis welcomes comments at 277-7258 or by e-mail at mikel@tmnews.com.  
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Floods creeping toward crests 

Crews fight water across Tri-State 

By John Lucas (Contact) 
Friday, March 21, 2008  

DENNY SIMMONS / Courier & Press Amanda Drew, 16, of Jasper, Ind., left, and Kelly Martin, 18, of Shoals, 

Ind., both Cadet Airman First Class in the Civil Air Patrol hold and tie sandbags as Jenny Moffat of Evansville 

shovels sand Thursday evening. The Civil Air Patrol was back for their second day at Tim and Valerie 

Ferguson's Evansville home near Pigeon Creek. The creek is continuing to rise and the family has begun to 

pack up their belongings in case they have to move quickly. 

Firefighters and other volunteers worked into the night Thursday filling and stacking sandbags to save homes in 

northeastern Vanderburgh County from the rising waters of Pigeon Creek. 

Duane Helsma, chief of the McCutchanville Volunteer Fire Department, said Thursday afternoon the creek was 

rising at the rate of about an inch an hour.  

Three or four homes between the 6400 and 6500 blocks of Green River Road near Heckel Road were 

threatened by the water, Helsma said. 

"We're going to attempt to save these folks' homes," he said.  

When the volunteers felt those homes were protected, he said, crews would start bagging areas along 

Millersburg and Voigt roads. 

Sandbagging continued, too, Thursday evening at the residence of Tim and Valerie Ferguson on Heckel Road 

near Pigeon Creek. 

Volunteers, many of them members of the Civil Air Patrol, worked to keep water out of the house. 

Tim Ferguson is a member of the Indiana National Guard's 163rd Field Artillery, which has deployed for a 10-

month tour in Iraq. 

His cousin, Chris Alldredge, said up to 30 volunteers filled bags by hand and placed them around the house. 

"They're some of the hardest working men and women I've ever worked with," he said. 

http://www.courierpress.com/news/2008/mar/21/floodscreepingtowardcrests/�
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Alex Whitacre of Boonville, Ind., commander of the Evansville-based River City Cadet Squadron of the Civil Air 

Patrol, said cadets ranging in age from 12 to 19 had been filling sandbags around the house since Wednesday 

afternoon.  

The local volunteers were joined by cadets from Jasper on Thursday morning. 

The sandbag wall at the rear of the house was about six feet tall and likely would need to be increased by two 

more feet, Alldredge said. 

More Civil Air Patrol volunteers were scheduled to arrive Thursday night, she said, and they would be staying in 

a flood shelter opened at the Red Cross center at 29 S. Stockwell Road, off the Lloyd Expressway. 

Sherman Greer, director of the Vanderburgh County Emergency Management Agency, said the Pigeon Creek 

area in the northern part of the county was the only area he was aware of Thursday evening where homes 

were threatened by floodwaters, although several roads in the county remained closed by high water. 

Some Posey County roads remained closed by high water, but the state of emergency declared there Tuesday 

was lifted at noon Thursday, Larry Robb, Posey EMA director said. 

The Wabash River at New Harmony is forecast to crest at 20 feet on Wednesday. Sandbagging will be needed 

only when the level tops 21 feet. 

North of Evansville, high water continued to be a problem along the Patoka and White rivers and their 

tributaries. 

"We had a lot of flooding in areas where we don't normally have problems," said Tonda Dixon, assistant 

director at the Pike County EMA. 

Low areas along the Wabash, White and Patoka rivers in Gibson and Pike counties were still experiencing high 

water Thursday. 

The White was at 23 feet at Petersburg, Ind., and 21.5 feet at Hazleton, Ind., and was continuing to rise. It was 

forecast to crest at 24.8 feet Tuesday at Petersburg and 26.2 feet at Hazleton on Thursday.. 

Gov. Mitch Daniels toured flood-damaged areas in Seymour and French Lick on Thursday morning. The 

governor said state officials have just begun tallying damage totals, and it was too early to determine whether 

the state would be eligible for federal aid. 

At Waltonville, Ill., the bodies of two Southern Illinois residents swept away in floodwaters near the small 

Jefferson County community were recovered Wednesday. 



The victims have been identified as Steven Healy, 35, of McLeansboro, Ill., and Shannon Allen, 20, of Mount 

Vernon, Ill. A third person, Nicole Asberry, 20, of Waltonville was able to swim to safety. 

Authorities said the three were traveling from Sesser, Ill., to Mount Vernon, Ill., when their truck stalled in 

floodwater on Hall Lane. Allen dropped her purse in the water and jumped in after it. Asberry, then Healy 

jumped in to help her. Jefferson County Sheriff Roger Mulch said Allen and Healy were found submerged in 

debris about a thousand yards from the truck. 

The Little Wabash at Carmi was at 31.58 feet Thursday morning and forecast to rise to 36.3 feet by Sunday, 

nearly 10 feet above flood stage. 

Saline and Gallatin counties continue to experience widespread flooding, with Old Shawneetown is closed to all 

commercial traffic. 

At Henderson, Ky., part of a hillside at Audubon State Park slipped into the northbound lanes of U.S. 41. 

Traffic was expected to return to two lanes past the area today, utilizing a turning lane as a travel lane and 

keeping the normal right lane of the highway closed, said Keith Todd, Kentucky Transportation Cabinet 

spokesman.  

Courier & Press staff writer Mark Wilson and correspondent Len Wells contributed to this report. 
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Creek keeps rising |VIDEO 

By RICH DAVIS and JIMMY NESBITT 
Courier &amp; Press staff writers464-7516 or davisr@courierpress.com[SR]464-7501 or nesbittj@courierpress.com 
Saturday, March 22, 2008  

 

BOB GWALTNEY / Courier & Press Volunteers fill sandbags on Green River Road north of Heckel Road for both 

nearby homes and the many other homes between Oak Hill Road and I-164 threatened by floodwater. Volunteers 

from several organizations have been working to protect the area. 

Larry Schwent watched helplessly as floodwater threatened to rise above a fortress of white sandbags surrounding 

his home of 22 years. 

The 64-year-old line operator at PPG Industries lives in the 6400 block of Green River Road with his wife, Debbie. 

 

BOB GWALTNEY / Courier & Press One of four unidentified teenagers who were rescued from their stalled SUV on 

Heckel Road Friday afternoon clutches his shoes as he is escorted to dry land. Water rescue specialist Ed 

Wunderlich, left, and Joe Wiener, right, of Knight Township Fire Department, along with Larry Krack, an assistant 

chief with Perry Township Volunteer Fire Department, took life jackets to the four. The driver was cited for interfering 

with a rescue effort since the SUV blocked the road that emergency vehicles were using to deliver sandbags. 

http://www.courierpress.com/news/2008/mar/22/creek-keeps-rising/�
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Sonja and Don Drake, facing right, thank Andrew Gasser, second from left, and Neil Reitz, far right, of the 

McCutchanville Volunteer Fire Department for their help Friday after the two delivered and stacked sandbags around 

the couples' home on north Green River Road. 

 

BOB GWALTNEY / Courier & Press Debbie Schwent steps outside to view the sand bagging effort around her North 

Green River Road home Friday. A pump was barely able to keep up with the water seeping past the barrier and 

another pump was later brought in to help.  

 

JASON CLARK / Courier & Press An Evansville Police Department officer tries to deter drivers from disregarding the 

signs after the Indiana Department of Transportation closed Morgan Avenue between Boeke Road and Theater Drive 

because of flooding along Pigeon Creek in Evansville on Friday.  

"We're going to hold on until they tell us to leave," Schwent said.  

Schwent and scores of other residents in northeast Vanderburgh County prepared to evacuate Friday as backwater 

from Pigeon Creek continued to rise. The number of homes threatened by flooding was expected to double, 

according to Brian Spaetti, a captain with the McCutchanville Volunteer Fire Department. 

http://www.courierpress.com/photos/2008/mar/21/20537/�
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"We started with five homes (Thursday), had about a dozen by midnight, but from the time we stopped operations at 

3:30 a.m. (Friday) and resumed at 7 a.m., the water had risen quite a bit." 

Homes threatened were along Green River, Heckel, Millersburg and Voigt roads and Elmridge Drive. A family on 

Elmridge needed a boat and also concrete blocks to protect their furniture. 

Sherman Greer, director of the Vanderburgh County Emergency Management Agency, said he had heard repeatedly 

Friday that the flooding was higher than in the past. The National Weather Service at Paducah, Ky., was expecting 

Pigeon Creek to continue to rise overnight Friday. 

At least four homes in the Pleasant View area were destroyed, McCutchanville Fire Chief Duane Halsema said. 

Residents of 194 mobile homes at the Pleasant Ridge mobile home park were asked to consider evacuating amid 

concerns that a breach might develop in the levee surrounding them. The mobile home park is located off Bergdolt 

Road northeast of Oak Hill and Lynch roads. 

The water was about two feet from the top of the levee Friday afternoon.  

"We're having some issues with sinkholes breaching the levee," Halsema said. 

Spaetti said volunteers are needed to help with sandbagging and to monitor pumps, and there's also a shortage of 

gasoline-powered pumps. 

He said they had about 40 volunteers Thursday but needed 100 or more to carry out the operation. Volunteers can 

show up at the command post along Heckel Road, which is open from Oak Hill east to Green River. 

Members of the Indiana National Guard filled sandbags and volunteers from fire departments in Vanderburgh County 

and other agencies worked side-by-side Friday with Wabash Valley Correctional Facility inmates, members of the 

Civil Air Patrol, North High School band and other volunteers, some from as far as Valparaiso, Ind. 

That's what Jackie Weil, a West Sider, did Friday morning: "It's Good Friday, I have the day off, my house is safe. 

Maybe I can come out and help someone. I've never sandbagged before, but someone will show me." 

Debbie Becker and her son, John, 11, came from the North Side of town for the same reason. 

"They said they needed help, and we're in a safe area and had the time to give," said Becker. 

Halsema said volunteers should wear rubber boots, gloves and comfortable clothes. 

Caution on sewage 



Officials urged residents to use caution around floodwaters that may contain sewage.  

Duane Caldwell, of the Vanderburgh County Health Department said residents who come in contact with sewer water 

should get a tetanus shot if they have not had one in the last 10 years. The shots are available free at the health 

department. 

The department also is offering free well testing for resident who fear their wells may be contaminated due to 

flooding. 

At Pleasant Ridge, resident Doug Doench, a truck driver, said he helped sandbag at 1 a.m. Friday at the mobile 

home park, but has his new motorcycle ready to roll if water gets into the development. He said Pleasant Ridge 

experienced flooding about a decade ago.  

A pump was being used to drain some of the water behind the levee, including what residents said was sewage. 

Yvonne Woodard, a McCutchanville volunteer firefighter, said donations from local restaurants and businesses had 

been pouring in all day. They included hamburgers, cases of bottled water and Gatorade and doughnuts.  

"The businesses have been really wonderful," said Woodard, who had been coordinating volunteer efforts since 2:30 

a.m. Thursday. 

"We were here all night long (Thursday), and we'll probably be here all tonight." 

Not far from the command post, McCutchanville firefighter Jim Woodard spent the night next to three homes on 

Green River north of Heckel. All were surrounded by water; two had some sandbag protection. 

"One family left last night. They had a fire in the basement yesterday, but the flood water put it out," Woodard said. 

"These yards were dry (Thursday). Today they're under water. 

"This is about the highest I've ever seen the water here," he added, estimating water near the houses was three feet 

deep, even deeper on Green River Road near the soccer complex. "There's been a lot of development out here. The 

water used to have a place to go, now it's pocketed in lower spots." 

Lisa Allen, a resident of one of the houses watched by Woodard, said her family has "dealt with this before, but this 

year it came up too fast. We just can't deal with it." 

And with that, she sped away, her car loaded with clothing and other items. 

Staff writer Mark Wilson contributed to this report. 
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Most flooding has receded 

Courier & Press staff report 
Originally published 05:25 p.m., March 22, 2008 
Updated 05:25 p.m., March 22, 2008  

Backwater from Pigeon Creek has slowly receded in all but one of four affected areas in northeast 

Vanderburgh County, prompting still-cautious emergency management officials to demobilize their floodfight 

effort. 

"We're not completely out of the woods yet," said Sherman Greer, director of the Vanderburgh County 

Emergency Management Agency. "There's still a lot of water in the area." 

Greer noted that areas of Green River Road that have been closed down for days are still closed, with no 

estimate of when they can open again. 

Residents of Pleasant Ridge mobile home park, most of whom have evacuated, have not seen relief. 

Randy Mitchell, assistant chief of the McCutchanville Volunteer Fire Department, said the levee surrounding 

Pleasant Ridge has softened up as water has continued to seep underground there. 

"Water in three areas that were the main areas for sandbagging Friday -- Heckel Road and Green River, Voight 

Road off Oak Hill (Road), Millersburg (Road) east of Green River -- is down four to six inches," Mitchell said. 

But at Pleasant Ridge, Mitchell said, emergency management and fire department officials are still concerned 

that the levee could give way. 

"It wouldn't create a huge flood, maybe 30 or 40 inches," he said. "The northwest corner of (Pleasant Ridge) 

has got 25 to 30 inches of water standing." 

Workers have sandbagged holes at the levee, which Mitchell said has "slowed the process down." 

Greer said his office has received no more than a half-dozen calls for sandbags today, but sand is still available 

at Green River and Heckel and at the Indiana Army National Guard Armory off the Lloyd Expressway. He said 

residents going to the armory are advised to bring someone to help load the sand. 
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Flood warnings continue; snow looms 
The Journal Gazette 

The National Weather Service in northern Indiana has issued a flood warning for the 
following rivers: 

• St. Marys River near Decatur, affecting Adams and Allen counties in Indiana and Van Wert 
County in Ohio through Sunday night. 

Minor flooding is occurring and moderate flooding is forecast. 

The river is forecast to rise to crest near 20 feet around 2 a.m. Saturday. Flood stage is 17 
feet. 

• Maumee River near Defiance, Ohio, affecting Defiance and Henry counties. 

The river is forecast to rise above flood stage Thursday morning and crest neat 10.5 feet 
about 8 p.m. Thursday. 

Flooding can be expected at Kingsberry and Pontiac parks in Defiance, the warning said. 

Snow is expected to spread into northern Indiana late Thursday as a low pressure system 
approaches from the west. So far, the weather maps indicate areas north and northwest of 
Fort Wayne are in the storm�s path. 

Minor accumulations and some slick spots on roadways are possible by Friday morning. 
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Midwestern floods continue into Easter weekend 
 
Associated Press - March 21, 2008 7:03 AM ET  

FENTON, Mo. (AP) - The rain has let up, but the worst of the flooding is not over in 
America's soggy midsection. 

Flood warnings have been extended in southeast Missouri and eastern Arkansas. 
Forecasters say many swollen rivers won't be cresting until the weekend in those two 
states, as well as in parts of Illinois, Indiana and Kentucky. 

At least 16 deaths have been linked to the weather, and at least two people are still 
missing. Both were in vehicles swept away yesterday in Arkansas. 

The raging floodwaters have come mainly from smaller rivers. Major channels like the 
Mississippi, Missouri and Ohio rivers have seen only minor flooding. 

Sandbags have been stacked to protect businesses in downtown Fenton, Missouri. The fast-
rising Meramec River is expected to reach more than 20 feet above flood stage in some 
spots near St. Louis. 

Parts of Missouri got a foot of rain over a 36-hour period this week. The lieutenant governor 
says many fields look like a vast inland sea. 

Copyright 2008 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not be 
published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed. 
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March 20, 2008 

Governor to tour S. Ind. flooding 

 
Associated Press  

EVANSVILLE, Ind. -- Heavy rain that drenched southern Indiana caused widespread flooding 
Wednesday, prompting some residents to leave their homes and schools to close. 

A total of 7.7 inches fell at Evansville Regional Airport over about a two-day period before the storm 
ended Wednesday night, according to the National Weather Service. 

"We've got water rising everywhere," said Jeff Korb, president of the Vanderburgh County 
Commissioners, late Tuesday evening. "We've got more than 70 roads under water." 

The Red Cross set up a shelter Wednesday for people displaced by flood waters in Evansville. 

Gov. Mitch Daniels planned a helicopter trip today to survey flooding in Orange County, which was under 
a state of emergency after the weather service said the county received between 5 and 7 inches of rain in 
a 36-hour period. 

"The entire county is just really hit hard with the water," said Orange County Emergency Management 
Director Jeff Combs. "We have one shelter open in Paoli, and we have done some evacuations in Paoli 
and French Lick." 

About 20 people were evacuated Wednesday from the historic West Baden Springs Hotel near French 
Lick, and sections of Indiana 37 and Ind. 150 were closed due to flooding, said sheriff's dispatcher Tina 
Peyton. 

Officials in nearby Martin County also declared an emergency because of flooded roads. 

The rain tapered off Wednesday afternoon, but major flooding was expected over the next few days for 
many southern Indiana rivers. 

"It is going to take some time to dry out with this type of rain put down on saturated ground," said Beverly 
Poole, a meteorologist with the National Weather Service office in Paducah, Ky. "It's going to take a few 
days for the rivers and the creeks to recover." 

Rising water forced some residents to leave their homes in Milltown on the Harrison-Crawford county 
border west of Louisville, Ky. Flooding also closed dozens of roads in nearby Floyd and Clark counties. 

"We're holding our own in New Albany," Floyd County Emergency Management Director Terry Herthel 
said. 

A flood warning also was in effect for the White River in central Indiana, said Al Shipe, a hydrologist with 
the National Weather Service in Indianapolis. But he noted that most of the heavy rain fell south of 
Interstate 70, which traverses the middle of the state. 
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Vanderburgh County officials declared a local disaster emergency for the county and the city of Evansville 
due to high water. Sheriff Eric Williams urged motorists not to drive around barriers and warned that 
deputies would cite motorists who ignored signs. 

Sheriff's Lt. Sam Preston said volunteer fire departments had to rescue several drivers who tried to make 
it through floodwaters and became stuck. 

More than a dozen school districts were closed Wednesday. 

Crews overnight rescued a man who was clinging to a tree in the Ohio River after his truck was swept 
away at a boat ramp. Knight Township Fire Chief Chris Wathen said the man was conscious when he 
was pulled from the water but showing signs of hypothermia and could not speak clearly. 

"It's hard for anybody to say how long he could have survived there," Wathen said. "But I do think it was 
fair to say he was within minutes of losing his life." 

The Ohio River was expected to flood Indiana 111, so the Caesars casino in Harrison County closed 
Wednesday afternoon, communications director Judy Hess said. A Credence Clearwater Revival concert 
scheduled for Friday has been canceled. 

About 400 hotel guests would have to leave, along with the few remaining guests at the casino, she said. 

Sunnier weather was in the forecast for most of southern Indiana on Thursday, with a chance of rain 
returning late Friday. 
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Evansville area flooding continues 

 
Associated Press  

EVANSVILLE -- Water levels in flood-swollen Pigeon Creek have started falling, but forecasters say it 
could be several more days before things return to normal in parts of southwestern Indiana. 

The Ohio River in Evansville remains more than a foot above its flood stage of 42 feet, said Dan Spaeth, 
a meteorologist with the National Weather Service in Paducah, Ky. The river is expected to crest at 43.7 
feet Monday, and should remain high for a few days after that. 

"Where there are problems tied directly to the Ohio, it's going to remain a problem for a few more days," 
he said, noting that the immediate Evansville area won't be affected. "We're still looking at high water for 
a good bit of the next week." 

Flooding has already threatened several homes in Vanderburgh County. Residents of the Pleasant Ridge 
mobile home park, which has 194 homes, were asked to consider evacuating due to concern a breach 
might develop in the levee surrounding them. Water was about two feet from the top of the levee Friday 
afternoon. 

"We're having some issues with sinkholes breaching the levee," said McCutchanville Fire Chief Duane 
Halsema. 

Volunteers, Indiana National Guard members and Wabash Valley Correctional Facility inmates helped to 
fill sandbags near flood-prone areas, as did Civil Air Patrol members. 

Evansville resident Jackie Weil said her house wasn't threatened, but she had the day off, so she came 
out to volunteer. 

"I've never sandbagged before, but someone will show me," she said. 

McCutchanville Firefighter Jim Woodard spent the night next to three homes surrounded by water. He 
estimated water near them was more than three feet deep in spots. 

"This is about the highest I've ever seen the water here," he said. "There's been a lot of development out 
here. The water used to have a place to go, now it's pocketed in lower spots." 

Flooding is expected to continue along most major rivers in southern Indiana for the next few days, 
according to the National Weather Service. 
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Governor Daniels Tours Flood Damage  
By Liz Thomas  
3/20/2008  
 
Governor Mitch Daniels toured flood damage in southern Indiana Thursday to help determine if parts of the state should be 
declared disaster areas.  
 
Daniels began his tour by talking shop with Seymour residents over breakfast at a local diner. He says that first responders 
and other Hoosiers are stepping up to the plate.  
 
"Again and again, you see stories of friends helping friends, even strangers helpings neighbors," Daniels said.  
 
"That's always the redeeming value that comes out of a tough piece of luck like this flood."  
 
Daniels says much of southern Indiana is under water, from Seymour and Scottsburg to West Baden and French lick.  
 
He is meeting with state emergency management officials to determine if certain spots should receive the disaster area 
distinction -- a label that would bring state aid like low-interest loans to flood victims. 
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Daniels surveyed flood damage in Orange County 
 
Posted: March 20, 2008 06:18 PM EDT  

INDIANAPOLIS (WISH) - Governor Mitch Daniels toured south central Indiana by helicopter and 
firetruck on Thursday to survey flood damage. The governor is not certain the area will qualify for 
federal relief even though he calls the situation serious. 

Chopper 8 followed as Governor Daniels surveyed Orange County from the air. According to the 
National Weather Service, 8 inches of rain fell in 36 hours.  

"The east fork of the White River looks like the Mississippi," said Gov. Daniels. 

Although the rivers are receding, West Baden is still underwater. An alarming sight is water at the 
front door of the newly remodeled historic landmark, The West Baden Hotel. 

"The roadways and the formal garden area has flooded totally out but the building has not had any 
amount of water seep into it at all," said Chris Leininger at the C.O.O. French Lick Resort. 

The governor's helicopter landed so he could get a closer look. A firetruck was the safest way to 
travel. Authorities told the governor that most Orange County access roads were partially flooded. 

When Gov. Daniels returned, he admitted that during a 1990 French Lick flood, he made a dangerous 
and costly mistake. 

"I lost a car out here by Prangeville. I was too stubborn trying to get through," said Gov. Daniels. 

The governor was grateful to learn that no injuries were reported this week, but crews made two 
dozen water rescues. 

Whether the area will qualify for federal aid is questionable. The governor said the damage may not 
meet the criteria. 

"The task is to make sure you've calculated everything and maybe, maybe it can reach the required 
level," said Gov. Daniels. 

But with more rain expected, the governor said the situation could change in a flash.  

By: Leslie Olsen 
WISH-TV 
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Southern counties under flood warnings 
 
Updated: March 20, 2008 06:55 PM EDT  

Rich Van Wyk/Eyewitness News 

Nine Southern Indiana counties are under flood warnings Thursday. Nearly eight inches of rain fell 
across parts of the region. 

Gov. Mitch Daniels toured the area, praising emergency workers as well as volunteers for helping 
neighbors and strangers. Roads are closed, and businesses and schools are trying to reopen. Orange 
County is one of the areas hit the hardest. 

Skies are clear, but streets are covered with water.  At the height of the flooding reportedly 90 
percent of Orange County's highways were impassable. Many are still closed, forcing motorists to take 
back roads and lengthy detours.  

"It is miserable. If you don't know the back roads, you ain't going to get anywhere. I don't know the 
roads so I don't go nowhere," said Danny Tanner, resident. 

Highway 56 is the main thoroughfare through West Baden and French Lick.  At the height of the 
storm, people say it was four feet under water. 

In French Lick, only half of the Pluto Corporation's employees made it to work. Floodwaters came 
within inches of rushing through the building its owner says hasn't flooded in its 100-year history. 

The town has a lot of cleaning up to do. 

"It is one of the worst ones. It is pretty bad," said Bill Ratliff, town council president. 

Flood waters reached the front steps of the historic West Baden resort hotel, forcing 50 guests to 
check out. The hotel, undamaged, plans to open Friday. 

Convenience store workers are hurrying to reopen as well.  Although the water was halfway up the 
gas pumps, sandbags kept all but a few inches from reaching the store. 

"We come out pretty good, better than we thought we was gonna be," said Don Cox, store manager. 
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Rainfall closes roads, leads to accidents in Clark County 

By DAVID A. MANN 
David.Mann@newsandtribune.com 

Sellersburg resident Susan Price awoke Wednesday morning to a rising concern.  
 
“As soon as I looked out the kitchen window, there was water right at my door,” she said.  
 
Price, who lives near Silver Creek, said that when the water is at normal levels, the creek is about 20 feet 
from the home she rents.  
 
She checked it Tuesday night — after day one of a two-day storm was coming to an end — and found that 
the water was high.  
 
“I could watch it start to creep up,” she said.  
 
By the time she left her home Wednesday, it was starting to come into the house. She crossed knee-deep 
water outside in order to leave the property. 
 
Similar stories of high water troubles could be found across Clark County as the storm finally came to an 
end Wednesday night.  
 
The National Weather Service estimates that rainfall totals ranged between 4 and 8 inches across much of 
Southern Indiana throughout the storm. New Albany received about 5 inches and Jeffersonville got 4.25 
inches, a meteorologist with the National Weather Service in Louisville said. 
 
The Ohio River — at the upper gauge of the McAlpine dam — was expected to rise to about 25 feet by this 
morning, about 2 feet above flood stage. At the dam’s lower gauge, water is expected to rise to about 55 
feet by Friday morning, close to flood stage.  
 
Parks and riverfront areas of Clarksville and New Albany may be flooded, the weather service said.  
 
In Utica, a town that has in the past been devastated by Ohio River flooding, Fire Chief Jamey Noel did not 
believe forecasted rain would lead to widespread evacuations. There were no calls coming in regarding 
flooding homes, he said.  
 
He noted that city officials had been using portable pumps on Church Street to lift water over the floodwall. 
 
The rain and high water led to many auto accidents in the area. 
 
“Our main issue right now is traffic accidents due to hydroplaning,” said Charlestown Police Department Sgt. 
Chuck Ledbetter on Wednesday. One such accident took place involving a Ford Explorer that rolled over in 
the city. 
 
Ledbetter also said there were numerous temporary road closes and lane reductions during the heavier 
rainfall periods. Water came over the road, closing a lane of U.S. 62 near gate 19 of the old Indiana Army 
Ammunition Plant, he said.  
 
There were also high-water concerns in the Glendale Heights subdivision and at Bethany Road and High 
Jackson Road. Pleasant Run Creek — a tributary of Silver Creek — rose out of its banks by Wednesday 
afternoon, he said.  
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Concerns in Sellersburg were focused on the half-dozen or so motorists who found themselves stuck in high 
water on South Indiana Avenue near Lakeside Estates, said Donald Ross, deputy chief of the Sellersburg 
Police Department.  
 
Warning signs were put up Tuesday, but drivers kept trying anyway, he said. Barricades were later added to 
no avail. 
 
“Sometimes people don’t realize how severe the flooding is,” he said.  
 
In Jeffersonville, city officials kept their eye on rising water since the storm began on Tuesday by making 
sure drainage basins were clear.  
 
Drains were handling the water pretty good in some of the problem areas of downtown Jeffersonville, said 
Councilman Mike Smith. Eighth Street and Ohio Avenue — a regular trouble spot — was clear when he went 
out to survey it early Wednesday morning. Water was being well-accepted in the Claysburg neighborhood as 
well, he said. 
 
Caesars Indiana, which closed at 2 p.m. Wednesday, will reopen to gamblers once the water has receded to 
a level safe for operation, according to a press release. The release also said the casino hopes to be back in 
business by the weekend. A Credence Clearwater Revival concert scheduled for Friday has been canceled. 

Back to Flooding
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Rain causes headaches, road closures, but few major issues in Floyd 
County 

STAFF REPORTS 
newsroom@newsandtribune.com 

Despite about 5 inches of rain falling on already soggy ground in a two-day period, Floyd County seemed to 
escape the worst of the flooding this week. 
 
However, the water did cause some problems, including road closures. 
 
“The water is at the usual places,” said Terry Herthel, Floyd County emergency management agency 
director. “We didn’t get the rain other places got, like Orange County.” 
 
One of the usual places — Falling Run Creek — was still in its banks at 5 p.m. Wednesday, Herthel said. 
 
“I think we’ll be OK even if we get another inch of rain,” he said. 
 
Floyd County Engineer Gordon Martin said 11 roads had to be closed Wednesday. Those roads were: Old 
Vincennes Road at Buttontown Road; Hamby at John Pectol; Highwater; Reaser Road; Fertig Creek; 
Freiberger at Bethel Road; Seven-Mile Lane; Georgetown and Greenville roads; Bradford Road; Borden 
Road; and Budd Road at Cabin Town.  
 
The New Albany Police Department dealt with a few weather-related traffic accidents, but nothing too 
serious, said Sgt. Todd Bailey. 
 
New Albany Police officers spent much of Wednesday observing conditions to alert city officials of where 
trouble spots were as well as of streets that might need to be closed.  
 
“The high water near the river hasn’t affected traffic too much,” Bailey said. 
 
He urged motorists to stay off the streets unless it is absolutely necessary, especially in areas where water 
is still high. He said less than 18 inches of water can sweep a car away. Fewer than 6 inches of water can 
sweep a person away. 
 
Herthel said the important thing for residents to remember is not to drive through standing water. 
 
“The water is so cold. If they have to get out of the car in standing water, it wouldn’t take no time for 
hypothermia to set in,” he said. 
 
New Albany Flood Control Superintendent Ron Grangier said the level of the Ohio River would not be as high 
as originally predicted, but officials still decided to close Old Ford Road near Armstrong Bend as well as River 
Road because of high water.  
 
Grangier said two pump stations were going Wednesday afternoon to remove water as quickly as possible.  
 
Caesars Indiana, which closed at 2 p.m. Wednesday, will reopen to gamblers once the water has receded to 
a level safe for operation, according to a press release. The release also said the casino hopes to be back in 
business by the weekend. A Credence Clearwater Revival concert scheduled for Friday has been canceled. 
 
In Utica — a town that has in the past been devastated by Ohio River flooding — Fire Chief Jamey Noel did 
not believe forecasted rain would lead to widespread evacuations. There were no calls coming in regarding 
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flooding homes, he said. 
 
Concerns in Sellersburg were focused on the half-dozen or so motorists who found themselves stuck in high 
water on South Indiana Avenue near Lakeside Estates, said Donald Ross, deputy chief of the Sellersburg 
Police Department.  
 
Warning signs were put up Tuesday, but drivers kept trying anyway, he said. Barricades were later added, 
to no avail.  
 
“Sometimes people don’t realize how severe the flooding is,” he said.  
 
In Jeffersonville, city officials kept their eye on rising water since the storm began Tuesday by making sure 
drainage basins were clear.  
 
Drains were handling the water well in some of the problem areas of downtown Jeffersonville, said 
Councilman Mike Smith. Eighth Street and Ohio Avenue — a regular trouble spot — was clear when he went 
out to survey it early Wednesday morning. Water was being well-accepted in the Claysburg neighborhood as 
well, Smith said.  
 
— Staff writers Chris Morris, Daniel Suddeath and David Mann contributed to this story. 
 
 
So you know 
 
Location - Rainfall  
 
• New Albany — about 5” 
 
• Jeffersonville — 4.25” 
 
National Weather Service 
 
 
For The Record 
 
• In January 1937, New Albany, Jeffersonville and other river towns were swallowed up by flood waters. The 
Ohio River rose to 60.8 feet at New Albany, leaving most of the town under 10 or more feet of water for 
nearly three weeks.  
 
• In 1997, from Feb. 28 to March 3, 9.07 inches of rain fell in New Albany while Louisville had 13.04 inches 
of rain. Parts of Clark County has 12 inches of rain. 
 
New Albany flood gates, at West 10th and East Ninth streets, were put up for the first time since 1964. 
 
The Ohio River rose to the highest levels since March 1964. Disaster declarations were made for 92 counties 
in Kentucky and 14 in Southern Indiana, and total damage across the region was about $400 million.  
 
• In September 2006, 10 inches of rain fell in a two-day period which caused flash flooding. 
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Flood risk appears to be diminishing in Vanderburgh County 
 

Associated Press - March 24, 2008 9:54 AM ET  

EVANSVILLE, Ind. (AP) - Several roads in a southwestern Indiana county remain closed by high waters 
from last week's heavy rains, but officials say the flooding risk is diminishing. 

The National Weather Service says the Ohio River is near its crest at Evansville and is starting to fall 
upriver. Flooding had threatened several homes in Vanderburgh County. 

Residents of the Pleasant Ridge mobile home park, which has 194 homes, were asked to consider 
evacuating over the weekend because of concerns that a breach might develop in a nearby levee. 

Flooding also continued along the Patoka River at Princeton and the White River at Hazleton and 
Petersburg. The flooding began rising after last Tuesday's rainfall of more than 6 inches. 

Flood warnings also continued into Monday for several branches of the White and Wabash rivers in 
western and central Indiana. 

Copyright 2008 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, 
broadcast, rewritten or redistributed. 
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High water expected to stick around Evansville 
Associated Press - March 22, 2008 6:14 PM ET  

EVANSVILLE (AP) - Water levels in Evansville's flood-swollen Pigeon Creek started to fall Friday night 
into Saturday, but forecasters say it could be several more days before things return to normal in 
parts of southwestern Indiana. 

National Weather Service Meteorologist Dan Spaeth said the Ohio River in Evansville remains more 
than a foot above its flood stage of 42 feet. The river is expected to crest Monday at more than 43 
feet. But it should remain high for a few days after that. 

Flooding has already threatened several homes in Vanderburgh County. The National Weather Service 
says high water is expected to continue along most major rivers in southern Indiana for the next few 
days. 

Copyright 2008 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, 
broadcast, rewritten or redistributed. 
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March 20, 2008 

Flooding situation eases in Orange County 

 
The Courier-Journal  

INDIANAPOLIS – Flood conditions in Orange County have improved substantially since yesterday, but 
nearly half the area’s roads and highways remain under water, the state’s top emergency official said 
today. 
 
“We still have quite a problem with flooding in French Lick and West Baden,” said Joseph Wainscott, 
executive director of the Indiana Department of Homeland Security. 
 
Yesterday, about 90 percent of Orange County’s highways and roads were under water, he said. 
 
Gov. Mitch Daniels flew over the region by helicopter today to tour the flooded areas, including the East 
Fork of the White River in Jackson County. 
 
The governor said it was “as high as he’s ever seen it,” Wainscott said.  
 
Chris Leininger, chief operating officer of the French Lick Resort & Casino, said today the resort’s facilities 
were largely unaffected by the flooding, except for some outlying parking lots. 
 
However, travel into and out of the West Baden Hotel, which is part of the complex, was somewhat 
restricted. So yesterday, officials moved those hotel guests to the nearby French Lick Resort.  
 
Leininger said a back road to the West Baden hotel had remained passable so the move was not difficult. 
 
“People understand you’re obviously subject to acts of God,” Leininger said. “Everyone was high-spirited 
and cooperative.” 
 
He said flooding issues were a part of the planning for the relatively new casino and the hotel 
restorations, which were completed in late 2006 and in 2007. That included raising the intersection of Ind. 
156 and Ind. 45 so the French Lick hotel would remain accessible even in high water. 
 
“Obviously an event like this for this community has a number of people reeling,” Leininger said. But, he 
added, “We are very satisfied with the resiliency of our facilities.” 
 
Wainscott said rivers and streams have stabilized or are falling in Northern Indiana, but emergency 
officials remain concerned about the White River, Big Blue River and the Wabash rivers in central and 
southern Indiana. 
 
“The farther we go south, obviously the higher the levels are and the more problems we have,” he said. “If 
there’s not much more rain, we’ll be holding our own.” 
 
He said conditions in Orange and Crawford counties remained the worst, although flooding problem still 
exist in Posey, Vanderburgh and Spencer counties as well. 
 
The Indiana National Guard has activated armories in Jasper and Evansville to provide assistance to 
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local communities, particularly with sandbagging. But Wainscott said so far that assistance has not been 
needed. 
 
State conservation officers, state police officers and staff from the Indiana Department of Transportation 
have been helping with evacuation and other efforts throughout the region, he said. The American Red 
Cross has been providing assistance as well. 
 
Waiscott said 11 people stayed in shelters yesterday but others who had been forced to leave their 
homes stayed with friends or relatives. 
 
State officials also are watching conditions along the Ohio River, particularly as the waterway collects 
runoff from big snows last week in Ohio. 
 
“Predictions are that it is going to be higher than normal and probably some moderate flooding,” 
Wainscott said. 
 
He asked that any Southern Indiana residents with flood damage contact their county emergency 
management agencies so that officials can begin the assessment that will help the state apply for federal 
aid. 
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Friday, March 21, 2008 
 
Several roads in county are under water 
 
Friday, March 21, 2008 
 
Flooding from Tuesday's deluge severely damaged several county roads and several are still submerged, 
county officials said at the Jefferson County Board of Commissioners meeting Thursday. 
 
Jefferson County Emergency Management Agency director Dave Bell said that River Bottom Road is still 
under water, as are sections of Deputy Pike and Wolf Run Road. 
 
"There are pockets of water everywhere," Bell said, adding that these pools are especially hazardous 
when the light level is low. 
 
Bell said Jefferson County is at a Level 2 flood event, according to Department of Homeland Security 
standards. Bell said this means that people should travel on county roads only for essential needs, like 
work or school. 
 
Bell said he will probably keep the county at a Level 2 warning until Saturday, when he will have a better 
idea of where the river will crest. 
 
Board President Tom Pietrykowski said that the extent of the damage done to county roads will not be 
fully known until the water completely recedes, but County Roads 500-N, 1100-W, 750-N and 600-W are 
known to have had sections of pavement undercut by the water washing out the supporting earth. In 
addition, many roads have had gravel washed over them and several small structures and culverts are 
clogged and will need to be cleaned. 
 
Pietrykowski said he has spoken to Rep. Baron Hill about the damage and might appeal to him for aid 
when the extent of the water damage is fully realized. 
 
Commissioner Gregg Sinders said that Gov. Mitch Daniels flew over parts of Southern Indiana on 
Thursday to survey the damage.  
 
Also at the meeting Thursday: 
 
• The commissioners will meet at the Brooksburg Fire House at 5:30 p.m. April 17 to discuss land 
acquisition for the Splinter Ridge road project with landowners. 
 
• Jefferson County is giving a lot on State Road 7 to the town of Dupont, which will likely, in turn, donate it 
to Habitat for Humanity. The property is the second lot after turning off State Road 7 into Dupont. It was 
acquired by the county in a tax sale.  
 
• The county signed a mutual-aid agreement for emergency management with Ripley County. 
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Snowstorms, sleet and floods 
Challenges abound in new mayor's first weeks  

By Ronald Hawkins 
rhawkins@reportert.com 

 
Friday March 21, 2008 

Martinsville  

Mayor Phil Deckard's first weeks in office have presented a variety of challenges since the beginning of 
the year and continue to face long-term problems such as economic development, he said Thursday.  

Deckard delivered his first "State of the City" address, an annual fundraising event, to a gathering of 275 
ticket holders in the Martinsville High School cafeteria.  

"In the first 32 days, we had floods, sleet, snowstorms, tornadoes and power outages," Deckard said.  

In addition to the challenges presented by the weather, Deckard and his administrative assistant faced 
computer problems and lack of heat in the mayor's office, gas pump readings that had been wiped out, a 
contractor breaking a water main and then the news that Harman-Becker Automotive would be closing its 
Martinsville operations.  

"If you receive lemons - as we did - you make lemonade," the mayor said.  

Deckard is hoping that Harman-Becker can be persuaded to keep at least a small manufacturing line in 
Martinsville, he said. Morgan County Economic Development Corp. Executive Director John Taylor is 
working with the city to recruit new tenants for the building.  

Some of the experiences have been emotional as residents called seeking assistance and others were 
sent away, Deckard said. On the second day in the office, the mayor's secretary received a call from a 
woman who needed help getting to a grocery store. Another caller asked for an extension to pay his 
water bill.  

Early on, Deckard attended the sendoff in Indianapolis of Bravo Co. and his mother died.  

At the same time, city projects have been moving forward, he said. Work is underway to replace a 1 
million gallon water tank on Sycamore Street and add a new 1.5 million gallon water tank on Burton Lane.  

"When this is completed, we'll have an increase in water pressure," Deckard said. "The fire department 
will be able to provide better fire protection and we'll have additional capacity for growth."  

A planning grant from the Indiana Department of Transportation is helping fund a cooperative study about 
the impact of Interstate 69 on that growth, Deckard said. The city is working with Morgan County and 
Mooresville governments on the study.  
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The city is taking a more serious look at how to spur growth, the mayor said. A space is being established 
for the county economic development corporation in the Chrysler Building, Martinsville has identified 
several properties that could be used and the council has authorized the hiring of an assistant to the 
mayor with the responsibility of seeking grants and economic development for the city, Deckard said.  

"We're interested in trying to attract life science industry businesses," Deckard said.  

The city would like to work with Indiana University, Purdue University, Butler University and other schools 
to develop that industry, Deckard said.  

"We are strategically located," the mayor said.  

Some property owners in attractive locations have turned down potential developers, Deckard said. It's 
"long overdue," however, for Martinsville to take steps to attract developers.  

"Martinsville has so much to offer," Deckard said.  

The Martinsville Plan Commission is working to develop an ordinance to revive downtown Martinsville, he 
said.  

"They're taking many, many meetings to address the special needs of the downtown district," Deckard 
said. "It's not going to be easy drafting the ordinance.  

"It will be worthwhile to keep the heart of the city from dying."  

Copyright © 1997-2007 Reporter-Times.com / Hoosier Times, Inc. No reproduction without prior 
written consent. 
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Law to allow flooded residents to rebuild 
 
Scott Allen 
Reporter 
 
Legislation intended to allow homeowners to rebuild after flood damage and prevent further substantial 
damage to homes was signed by the governor recently. 
 
Senate Bill 104 was introduced Jan. 8 in response to the disastrous flooding surrounding that date, after 
state Senator Brandt Hershman (R-Wheatfield) was notified by the Department of Natural Resources 
(DNR) of discrepancies between Indiana and federal laws concerning flood plain construction. 
 
Hershman authored the legislation, and was later joined by co-sponsor Don Lehe (R-Brookston) on Jan. 
29. 
 
"I think it gives people who are affected by the previous law the measure of certainty they need to move 
forward if they wish to rebuild," said Hershman. 
 
The bill modifies Indiana Code 14-28-1, which deals with permitting for flood plain construction. SB 104 
removes language that does not allow home reconstruction when substantial damage (damage equal to or 
more than 50 percent of the home's value) occurs by flooding. The existing language states that a 
homeowner cannot begin reconstruction of a residence that is located in a floodway and is substantially 
damaged by a means other than floodwater, unless the person has obtained a permit. 
 
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) regulations already require the homeowners to comply 
with the changes made by SB 104, and the legislation eliminates the differences to create less hassle 
during the permitting process for homeowners. 
 
"It gives (homeowners) a peace of mind of knowing that they're not going to have to wade through 
conflicting regulation between the state and federal levels," Hershman explained. 
 
While homeowners are still required to get permits for reconstruction, the code now allows for the 
rebuilding of homes damaged by flooding, not just from other disasters such as fires or tornados. 
 
The bill also removes the state board of finance from the administration and approval procedures 
concerning the flood control revolving fund. 
 
Another change SB 104 contains aligns Indiana with a FEMA regulation that aims to prevent future 
damage to homes that have to be rebuilt. 
 
The law's language now complies with FEMA's rule that when homeowners are forced to rebuild after 
substantial damage, they must raise their homes at least two feet above the 100-year flood level. The 100-
year flood level describes the 1 percent chance each year that flooding will reach that point. 
 
Because raising the home's base level is a requirement, those with substantial damage should find it 
covered by flood insurance or a suitable use for FEMA disaster grants and Small Business Administration 
loans. 
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FEMA and the DNR hope that having those homes rebuilt above the flood level will prevent future 
damage, or at least lessen the effects of major flooding as experienced in Northwest Indiana earlier in 
2008. 
 
Daniels signed the legislation on Thursday, March 13; it will take effect July 1, 2008. 
 
"I'm not surprised that the governor would sign it," said Hershman. "I think he was very touched by the 
devastation he saw when he visited the area during the peak of the flooding. I felt at the time that kind of 
personal attention he gave to the community would help him to understand the need for relief and in 
particular, this kind of legislation. So, I'm pleased but not surprised. 
 
"Obviously, there's a lot of paperwork to be filled out in a disaster rebuild, but this is one less hassle that 
they're going to have to face." 
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Moist March 
Written by Staff, on 03-20-2008 10:35 
 
The National Weather Service predicts flooding along the White River and local waterways to increase through Friday 
morning, rising to about 16 feet in Noblesville.  
 
NWS Service Hydrologist Al Shipe said the river will take another day or so to crest and could affect local roadways 
such as Indiana 19. 
 
“We don’t think your flood will be as bad as what you had in February,” Shipe said. “The small streams in your local 
area are coming down, which is good news and your level won’t get higher than what it was in February.” 
 
Shipe said the most significant flooding is in southern Indiana, however, travelers should be aware and not attempt to 
drive through water flowing over roadways, no matter how insignificant the flooding may seem. 
 
“There have been four deaths so far in 2008 where people drove into flooded roads,” he said. “In the last several 
years, 79 percent of flood deaths are people driving into flooded roads and that is obviously 100 percent avoidable.” 
 
Back to Flooding
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Hoosiers reminded of health risks associated with flooding 
Written by Press Release, on 03-20-2008 12:58 
 
INDIANAPOLIS – State health officials are reminding Hoosiers flooding can pose serious health risks such as 
exposure to water-borne diseases, drowning, and dangers associated with cleaning up flood-damaged areas. 
 
“It is best to wait until the floodwaters recede before beginning any clean up efforts,” said State Health Commissioner 
Judy Monroe, M.D.  “People can be severely injured due to slippery conditions, poor visibility, floating debris, or 
electrical shock.  In addition, small cuts or scratches on the skin can make someone more susceptible to diseases 
like tetanus, E. coli, and other pathogens.” 
 
State health officials recommend people in flooded areas make sure they are up-to-date on their tetanus 
immunizations.  Routine tetanus boosters are recommended every 10 years.  For people who receive more serious 
wounds, a tetanus booster is appropriate if they have not received one within the last 5 years. 
 
Tetanus is an acute, often fatal, disease caused by an exotoxin. Symptoms of tetanus include generalized rigidity and 
painful spasms of skeletal muscles.  The muscle stiffness usually involves the jaw (lockjaw) and neck and then 
becomes more generalized.  Any type of wound, major or minor, could be an entry source for the tetanus organism.  
State health officials advise anyone who sustains an injury from materials affected by flood waters to seek immediate 
medical attention.   
 
Tetanus vaccines are available from your primary health care provider or your local health department.  A complete 
listing of local health departments is available on the State Department of Health Web site at: www.statehealth.in.gov 
by clicking on “local health departments” at the top of the page. 
 
Untreated sanitary waste can end up in waterways and on streets when heavy rain overwhelms sewer systems and 
treatment plants.  Wells and cisterns may also be affected.  Wells that are located in a flooded area should be 
assumed to be contaminated.  Health officials recommend people discontinue use of the well water until it can be 
inspected by a professional well contractor.  Even when the water recedes, E. coli and other pathogens remain 
present in pools of standing water.  
 
Standing water is also a perfect breeding ground for microorganisms.  For those with asthma, allergies, and other 
respiratory problems, these microorganisms can pose a serious health risk when they become airborne and inhaled.  
 
Individuals exposed to floodwaters should wash their hands thoroughly with warm, soapy water.  For household 
cleaning after floodwater contamination, disinfect all surfaces. A bleach solution of ¼-cup chlorine bleach to one 
gallon of water works well. 
 
Some tips for safely cleaning up a home or business after the floodwaters recede include: 
 
•    Turn off the electricity.  
•    Clean and dry wet light fixtures before turning the electricity back on.  
•    Items that cannot be salvaged after a flood and must be thrown away include wet ceiling tiles, paper products, 
baseboards, gypsum board (also known as dry wall), and insulation.  
•    Carpets may be saved by wet vacuuming, shampooing, and making certain the carpet is completely dry.  
•    Mattresses or other large items soaked with floodwater will probably have to be discarded. Some mattresses can 
be salvaged after disinfecting and air-drying.  
•    Wipe wood and metal studs with a bleach solution and allow to air dry.  
•    If possible, open windows and doors during the clean-up process and leave them open for at least 24 hours.  
 
Hoosiers should also stay away from areas that are prone to flooding and take flash flood warnings seriously.  
Attempting to cross swiftly flowing water on foot or in a vehicle is hazardous and should be avoided. 
 
Health officials also remind Hoosiers to prepare well in advance of a flood emergency.  The State Department of 
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Health recommends that residents stockpile at least a 72-hour supply of clean water, food, and medicine for every 
member of the household. 
 
To learn more about staying healthy during a flood, visit the Indiana State Department of Health Web site at 
www.statehealth.IN.gov. 
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